
Means of Egress or 
Emergency Escape

What is required?



Emergency 
Escape

Means of 
Egress



Code 
History



• When is a means of egress 
required?

• When is a second means of 
egress required?

• What are two exits?

Means of 
Egress



• Why the IBC and not residential 
code?

• Some general requirements
• 11 inch treads (nosing to 

nosing)
• 7 inch riser (maximum)
• Landings no greater than 12 

feet

• Exit Access (Door)

Means of 
Egress (New)



Means of Egress 
(Existing)

• Safe, continuous and 
unobstructed path to public way

• Not through bathrooms or other 
units

• At least one handrail

• Guards are in place

• Stairs are illuminated



Means of Egress       
(New & Existing)

• Cattle shoot or roof edge 
guards

Before



Emergency 
Escape



Emergency 
Escape

• Every sleeping room located at 
and below the third story

• Minimum height is 24 inches

• Minimum width is 20 inches

• Maximum of 44 inches from floor



Emergency 
Escape

• Minimum clear opening 
of 5.7 square feet

• Ground floor minimum is 
5 square feet

• Existing structures



Emergency 
Escape

• Third floor bedrooms

• When is a permit required?

• Be aware of other requirements



Emergency 
Escape

• Basement windows for escape

• When is a permit required?

• Window well may be required



Questions?
Click or tap the Q&A button to submit questions

Email questions to codecompliance@hagerstownmd.org
or
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